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Describe a park or a garden in your city
You should say:

When you often go there

Where it is

Who you often go there with

And explain what it is like/why you like it

1 #E/ /A HE
I’m going to describe a park in the downtown area of my city. If memory serves correctly, it just opened to
the public a few months ago. | love going there for walks with my dog.

It’s a bit of an unusual location. Normally you expect parks to be located far away from the city centre. But
there was some open space in the city core that they repurposed as a public park. There are lots of trees there, as
well as a big green space in the middle that people let their dogs run around in. | also see lots of kids there playing
catch or hide and seek. It’s a great spot for the community. It’s also nice to have a bit of nature in the heart of the
city.

I usually go there with friends when we've got some free time, mostly on weekends. | bring my dog and let
him play with the other dogs there. Then my friends and | debrief on whatever’s going on in our lives. It’s a really
nice way to relax after a long day of work. Sometimes, | like going to the park by myself. It’s important to have
some quiet time as well.

The park itself is a really lovely space. Even though it’s often crowded, it’s nice to breathe some fresh air and
enjoy the environment. Plus, | find it really fun to people-watch. Overall, it’s nice to have a place for people to
gather that isn’t all concrete. | really love this park.
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Describe a painting
You should say:
When you first saw this painting
What the painting is about
Who the painter is
And explain how you feel about this painting

2. R —IEE

When it comes to paintings, the first one that comes to mind is actually a painting that my younger

sister made. She’s a really talented artist. Even though she hasn’t even graduated high school yet, she has
such a passion for art. I’m sure it’ll take her far in life.

Anyways, she created this particular painting as a present for our parents on their anniversary. It's of our old
house's living room — you know, the couch, the TV, and even our coffee table with fruit on it. The details are all
spot-on. She also managed to give the painting a sense of warmth that really invites the viewer in. This was an
especially thoughtful gift because we actually had to move out of our family home when we left for a bigger city.
So we all miss the old home. But seeing it in this painting makes us feel like it’s still there waiting for us.

I never thought still- life paintings were that interesting. But when it’s a painting of a place that has a lot of
sentimental value, it just makes the painting all the more incredible. Honestly, I’m jealous that my parents get to
keep the painting. I would love it if my sister could make another painting like that for me.

All in all, I really like the painting. It not only captures a place that is special to my family, but it also looks
stunning. It shows just how talented my sister is, which makes it extra valuable.
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Describe a photo that makes you feel happy
You should say:
When and where you took the photo
What the photo is like
How often you watch the photo

And explain why it makes you feel happy

3. ARIF LRI A

I’m going to talk about a beautiful photo of a sunset that | took not too long ago. If memory serves correctly,
I took this picture a few weeks ago. The weather that day was fantastic. My friends and | decided to take a day trip
to a nearby beach. We spent most of the day swimming and relaxing on the shore. Then, as the sun was setting, |
got my phone out and took a few pictures. | had to crouch low to get the right angle, but | thought it was worth it
for the chance to take a good photo.

I wasn’t expecting the photos to turn out very well. After all, pictures rarely do these kinds of sights justice.
But when | looked at them the next day, | was pleasantly surprised to find that they were breathtaking. One of them
in particular caught the light just right. The sky literally looked like it was on fire. It was so amazing.

I quickly shared the photo with my friends. They all agreed that it was a great photo. They encouraged me to
post it on social media, which I did. It got a ton of likes and comments. | felt really good about it.

This photo left a deep impression on me. I’m proud of it because the composition and the lighting look really
great. It’s clear that | took it at just the right angle, which makes me feel accomplished. I’m so glad | could capture
such a beautiful sight.
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Describe a time when you had a problem with using the computer
You should say:
When it happened
Where it happened
Why the computer couldn’t work
And explain how you solved the problem at last

4. BRI R

I’m going to talk about the time my computer kept shutting down. If memory serves correctly, this happened
a year ago. At the time, | was studying for a really important test. My computer had all my notes on it, so it was
definitely a necessity. But to my surprise, it kept randomly shutting down. | was so confused. | was also really
frustrated because my notes wouldn’t save when the computer shut down by itself.

I’m not the most tech-savvy person. | tried restarting it, but the issue kept happening. At the time, | was living
away from home. So | couldn’t get my parents to look at it for me. Finally, | brought my computer to a tech repair
store. They checked it out and told me that | would have to replace the battery. Even though | was charging it like
normal, it just wasn’t working. | was so stressed about having to get a new battery. Replacing a battery isn’t exactly
cheap. But it was cheaper than buying a whole new computer. So | forked over the cash and hoped for the best

Aweek later, my computer was just like new. The new battery was working great, and | didn’t have any more
issues with it. | even managed to pass my test with flying colours. Still, I’m really annoyed that my computer had
that issue. It cost me a lot of time and money to fix. Computers can be so touchy sometimes.

(Copyrights to #2313 13 3378 % J5 )



RETIRE RO IRRAH AR5 10
SRR PR ETE R, TR, BERBTERTERNE FREHKSR Penny ZITHE 1 1l

i5)'E K th

Describe someone you don’t know but would like to know more about
You should say:
Who this person is
What interesting things he / she has done
Why you want to know more about him / her

5. ARERTHEZHA

I’m going to talk about my neighbour Lisa. If memory serves correctly, | first met her a few months ago.
That’s when she moved into my apartment complex. | remember she had a ton of boxes even though she was living
on her own. She said that she had over thirty pairs of shoes, which was really interesting to me. We didn’t get to
talk too much that day, but she did tell me she works in fashion. That would explain all the shoes!

Since then, | haven't had many chances to talk to her. But she definitely caught my attention. Whenever | see
her, she’s always wearing the most stylish outfit. She obviously has an amazing eye for fashion. Besides her clothes,
she also has a really cute black cat. | love animals, and | would definitely love to get to know her cat.

Anyway, | think getting to be friends with Lisa would be great for me. I’m always trying to meet new and
interesting people. Lisa definitely fits the bill. She seems so bold and outgoing. I’d love to hear more about her job.
We might not have that much in common, since I’m a quieter and more introverted person. But | believe opposites
attract, even with friends.

Besides, she just seems like she has a cool and interesting life. Some of the clothes she wears seem like
they’re from designer brands. Maybe she can even help me find some new clothes!
(Copyrights to #2314 1378 = 5 £)
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Describe a rule you like in your school or at work
You should say:
What rule it was
Who imposed this rule
How you felt about this rule

And explain how this rule helped the class/your work.

6. F#/ T fErh BN

When it comes to a rule | like at work, the first one that comes to mind is that people with the most seniority
get to choose their vacation days first. Of course, this rule isn’t popular with the employees who just joined. |
remember that when | first started at my company, | was frustrated because | got to pick my vacation days last. All
the good holidays were already booked off by people ahead of me. But since I’ve had this job for a few years now,
| really like getting more of an advantage.

As far as | know, this rule was imposed by our boss way before | started working there. He decided that it
was only fair that the people who had worked there the longest got to have the most benefits. Even though I didn’t
like the rule at first, I’m a big fan now that it works in my favor. | think it makes a lot of sense. The newbies shouldn’t
get first dibs on valuable vacation time. They might end up quitting so it would be a waste. But the people who have
actually committed a lot of time to this job are less likely to leave.

This rule helps everyone at work by giving us a reliable system to pick vacation days. Instead of a chaotic
free for all, we get a turn to pick vacation. It’s a system based on seniority but in the end, | do think it is the fairest
option.

(Copyrights to #2313 13 3378 % J5 )
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Describe a person who likes to cook for others
You should say:
Who this person is
How you know him or her
What he / she likes to cook
And explain why you think this person is good at cooking

7. BEREENA

I’m going to talk about my friend James. James is an amazing cook. Even though he’s a young person like
me, he’s mastered a bunch of different techniques. I think he might even consider getting professional training. He
would definitely succeed if he wanted to do a course or something.

Anyways, James is a very hospitable person. | met him through a mutual friend at a party. He had brought a
ton of delicious appetizers. When | asked him about them, | was pleasantly surprised to learn that he had made them
himself.

Since we met, he’s invited me over lots of times. Whenever we hang out, he always makes us something
amazing to eat. He really likes cooking noodle dishes. One time, he made a cold noodle dish that absolutely blew
me away. | didn’t expect to like cold noodles, but the way he prepared them was fantastic.

I believe he's such a good cook because he's really into cooking. He mentioned that he loves watching various
cooking videos and picking up new and unique cooking methods. Additionally, he cooks from the heart. He even
asks about the preferences of the people he’s cooking for. If you really like spicy food, he’ll find a way to incorporate
spice into the recipe. That attention to detail makes him stand out as a cook. | think that if he were to ever open his
own restaurant, it would be packed every night. He’s definitely destined for culinary success.

(Copyrights to 7 2i3 1515 78 = JE )
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Describe a party that you enjoyed
You should say:
When you went to the party
Where the party was held
What kind of party it was
And explain why you enjoyed this party

8. EXNRE

I’m going to talk about a birthday party for one of my friends. If memory serves correctly, this happened a
couple months ago. One of my oldest friends, Jane, was getting ready to turn 30, which is a significant milestone in
China. She's quite into parties, so she planned a big one for herself. She invited tons of people and went all out with
the decorations. She even ordered some beautiful flower arrangements that made the whole thing feel very fancy.

The party was held on the roof of Jane’s apartment. It was so cool because it offered a beautiful view of the
city. It was especially breathtaking once it got dark because you could see all the city lights. Jane also had a great
playlist, so it really felt like we were in a movie. Everything was so nice.

Plus, the food was amazing. Jane provided lots of appetizers, all of which were pretty mouth-watering. Of
course, she also had a big cake for dessert. We lit some candles and sang to her for her birthday. She had the biggest
grin on her face. | was glad that she was so happy.

As for why | enjoyed the party, well, first of all, it was my first time attending a party on a rooftop, which
was a unique experience. Also, because of the pandemic, it had been a while since | had seen many of these friends.
At Jane’s party, we got to cut loose and have a good time together. It was definitely a memorable time.
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Describe a science subject (Biology, Robotics, etc.) that you are interested in
You should say:
Which subject it is
When and where you came to know this subject
How you got information about this subject
And explain why you are interested in this subject

9. BRI ZIU

When it comes to a science subject that fascinates me, the first one that comes to mind is biology. I’'m
specifically interested in human biology, although 1’ve heard marine biology is pretty neat as well. There are just so
many interesting things to learn about the human body. If you’ve ever had a cold or any other kind of sickness, you
quickly learn just how delicate they can be. Learning about the various systems of the body and how they all work
in harmony sounds pretty cool to me.

If memory serves correctly, my first encounter with biology was during high school. In science class, we had
a unit on biology, meaning that we learned about the basics for a few weeks. We didn’t get to focus on it all semester
though. So, it piqued my curiosity but | didn’t get the chance to study it further. When | went to university, | took
an introductory course in biology. It was really challenging, but it was also very interesting.

I think that biology is one of the most important subjects you could study. It teaches you all about how life
on Earth works. That obviously has tons of applications. If you want to learn how to cure diseases or how to improve
the body, then you have to be a master in biology. The study of biology can literally save lives. I’m so interested to
see what innovations biologists will come up with in the future.

(Copyrights to 3 2i4 131478 = fE )
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Describe a foreigner who speaks Chinese well
You should say:

Who this person is

Where he / she is from

How he / she learns Chinese

And explain why he can speak Chinese well

10. SRIERIFHISMNEA

I’m going to talk about my friend Jack. If memory serves correctly, I’ve known Jack for about three years. |
first met him through a friend. In fact, he was dating my friend Lisa. | met him at a party that Lisa was throwing.
He made a great first impression. The thing that impressed me most was that he spoke fluent Chinese. | was pretty
surprised, since Lisa had told me he’s from Canada and he doesn’t come from a Chinese family.

I asked why he could speak the language so well. He told me that when he was in university, he became close
friends with a Chinese exchange student. That friend taught him some of the basics of Chinese, which sparked an
interest in learning the language properly. So he actually came to China for a few years and improved his skills
pretty drastically. Now, he’s very proficient at Chinese. He almost sounds like a local!

I think it’s really cool that Jack decided to dedicate so much time to learning Chinese. After all, it’s not an
easy language for foreigners to master. There are so many different tones that you have to remember. It’s hard if
you grow up speaking a language like English, which doesn’t really have different tones. | wish that more foreigners
would take an interest in learning Chinese, or at least in learning other languages. It helps you make very cool
connections. And in Jack’s case, it can even help you find love with someone who speaks that language!
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Describe an activity that made you feel tired
You should say:

When it happened

Where it took place

What the activity was

And explain why it made you feel tired

11, iERREGR RAVERN

When it comes to an activity that made me feel tired, I’m going to talk about the time | went on a hike with
my friends. 1I’m not the most physically active person, but when they suggested it, | thought it would be fun. The
problem is that my friends are in way better shape than | am. So when they said it would be an easy hike, what they
meant is that it would be an easy hike according to their standards. But for me, it was definitely not a walk in the
park.

The hike happened a few weeks ago. We got up super early so that we could see the sunrise. Actually | was
already tired when we got to the trail. Then we had to hike up a big hill. It was only supposed to take two hours, but
| was so out of breath that | had to keep taking breaks. | could tell that my two friends were a little impatient, so |
told them they could go ahead without me. So for the last part of it, | was basically hiking alone.

We did make it to the summit in time for the sunrise, and | loved the view. But | was completely winded.
Thankfully, going downhill was way easier. When | got home, | crashed on the couch and took a long nap. | was so
exhausted, not only from waking up early but also because of how physically demanding the hike was.

(Copyrights to #2313 3378 = [EH)
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Describe a sportsperson you admire
You should say:
Who he / she is
What you know about him / her
What he / she is like in real life
What achievement he / she has made
And explain why you admire him / her

12. WAYIERD 5

When it comes to a sportsperson | admire, the first one that comes to mind is Serena Williams, an American
tennis player. You’ve probably heard her name before. She’s widely recognized as the best female tennis player of
all time. Even though | don’t know that much about sports, I’ve followed her career over the years.

She and her sister Venus were trained by their dad to become tennis superstars. So she’s been dedicated to
the sport ever since she was a little girl. Even though Serena is faced lots of obstacles, she’s remained persistent and
she’s overcome the odds. She has so much raw talent that she managed to turn into an amazing career. It’s said that
Serena is the highest-earning woman athlete of all time, which is incredible. She’s also won thirty-nine major titles.
She’s broken so many records and is definitely admired by many.

As for what she’s like in real life, she seems to be very smart and kind. She’s a super strong and confident
woman. | know that she’s inspired tons of tennis players, including some famous ones like Naomi Osaka. Her legacy
is definitely unquestionable.

Although I’m not the kind of person who would ever want to be a professional athlete, 1I’m still inspired by
her life. She worked so hard to get to where she is now. Even though she doesn’t play tennis anymore, she’s
definitely earned her spot in the sports hall of fame. | hope that more athletes will strive to live up to her amazing
standards.
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Describe a good advertisement that you think is useful
You should say:

Where you can see it

What it shows

Why you think it is useful

And explain how you feel about it

13. BRI &

When it comes to a good advertisement that | think is useful, the first one that comes to mind is an anti-
smoking ad that | saw a few years ago. Even though I saw it that long ago, it’s still stuck in my mind. That proves
it’s an effective ad.

I saw it on a website while | was scrolling through. The ad shows an old woman in front of a birthday cake
with candles. She has a cigarette in her mouth that she’s about to light. The woman looks like she’s in her seventies
or eighties, but the number on the cake is forty-two. It makes you think for a second. Basically, the point of the ad
is that smoking ages you. In case you miss the message, there’s text at the bottom of the ad that says “Smoking
causes premature ageing.” Then there’s a picture of a nicotine patch, which is the product being advertised. Those
patches are sold to help people get over their craving for cigarettes.

I think this is a really useful ad because it makes people think about the long-term dangers of smoking.
Sometimes anti-smoking ads can be gross because they’ll show diseased lungs and stuff like that. But this subtle
kind of ad not only catches your attention, but also reminds you of the bad side effects of smoking.

As for how | feel about it, I think this kind of advertising is important. | really like how smart and effective
itis.
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Describe an exciting activity you did with others.
You should say:
What you did
Where and when you did this
Who you shared the activity with
And explain why this activity was new or exciting for you.

14. Foftb A B RIKAS AN
I recently tried skydiving for the first time. | did the skydive while | was on vacation in Dubai last April. The
experience was a graduation gift from my boyfriend, and he surprised me with it while we were on holiday.

The sky dive took place overlooking the famous Palm Jumeirah Island, which is a cluster of artificial islands
on Dubai’s shoreline. The view from above while parachuting down was amazing! It was a tandem jump which
means | was strapped on to an instructor. There was also a camera jumper who recorded the whole thing on a video.
My boyfriend had done the jump previously, so he waited for me at the bottom and watched me float down. The
instructor deployed the parachute and took care of all the safety protocol, so | didn’t have much to do besides enjoy
the ride.

The most thrilling part was the initial jump out of the plane and the free-fall at 120 miles per hour. | was
surprised at how cold the air was at the beginning of the jump and at the force of the wind on my face and hair. Once
the parachute was open though, it was smooth sailing until we touched down.

Anyway, jumping out of a plane is probably the scariest and most exciting activity I’ve ever tried. I’m proud
of myself for facing my fears and going for it despite my nerves. Now | have an amazing memory from my trip to

Dubai that I’ll cherish for a lifetime.
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Describe a person who always has interesting ideas or opinions
You should say:
Who this person is
What this person does
How you knew him / her
And explain why you think his / her ideas or opinions are interesting

15. MEHBHA

The first person that comes to mind for me is Wim Hof who is also known as ““The Iceman”. He's well known
for his ability to withstand cold temperatures. If you learn more about him, you'll see he has many unusual ideas to
test how much people can do. He’s broken 26 world-records and all of them are related to snow and ice. Some of
his records include the longest swim under ice, the fastest barefoot half-marathon on ice, and the longest full-body
exposure to ice. He thinks being in cold often, deep breathing, and meditation are good for health.

The first time | heard about him was on a podcast 3 years ago. It caught my attention, so I decided to read his
book called The Wim Hof Method and watch some documentaries about him.

I think his unique ideas come from his brave and adventurous nature. He definitely has an interesting and
original approach to health and fitness, but his methods are controversial. Even though some people have
experienced health benefits from practicing his methods, some people have fainted and even died while practicing.
Even Wim Hof himself nearly died during a swim under ice. He wasn’t wearing goggles and his eyes froze. Then
he passed out under the water and had to be rescued. That just goes to show you that we should be cautious about
fully believing his creative ideas. Personally, | hate the cold, so you won’t catch me experimenting with cold

exposure therapy any time soon!
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Describe a successful businessperson you know (e. g. running a family business)
You should say:

Who this person is

How you knew him / her

What business he / she does

And explain why he / she is successful

16. BRINEYEA

When it comes to a successful businessperson | know, the first person who comes to mind is my friend Lei.
Even though she’s a young person like me, she’s actually doing quite well for herself. I first met Lei when we were
in high school together. For as long as I’ve known her, she’s always been very driven and ambitious. So when she
told me that she had started a dog-walking business, | was surprised but | had total faith in her.

If memory serves correctly, she first opened her own business three years ago. | didn’t know that there was
such a big customer base for this kind of thing. But she established a pretty big client base within a few months.
There are lots of people in our city who own dogs, but don’t always have the time to walk them properly. For
example, some people work long hours at their job and can’t get home in time to walk their dog when it needs to
go out. So Lei will walk their dog for them, which saves them a lot of worry and stress.

Lei’s business boomed through word of mouth. Her customers recommended her services to their friends
because of how friendly and efficient she is. Lei will take a group of dogs to a park and let them run around and
socialize with other dogs. That way, they get lots of exercise and they have fun with each other. | think she’s

successful because she works hard and has followed her passion for animals.
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Describe a beautiful city
You should say:
Where the city is
How you knew the city
What buildings the city has
And explain what it is famous for

17. PRy

When it comes to a beautiful city, the first one that comes to mind is Toronto. It’s a major city in Canada. I’ve
only visited once, but it really stuck with me. If memory serves correctly, | went there a few years ago to visit a
friend from university.

I really enjoyed seeing the sights. Toronto is a very metropolitan city. There are tons of beautiful skyscrapers.
If you see them at night, it looks magical. But there are also a lot of green spaces. We went to some parks in the city,
which were full of beautiful trees and open clearings. We also saw so many cute dogs, which was definitely a
highlight for me.

The most interesting part of the city is a place called Toronto Island. You have to take a ferry there from
downtown. It’s a pretty short ride across the water. When you arrive at the island, you can take different paths to
get around. There’s a petting zoo and some rides for kids, which really surprised me. There are also a few different
beaches where you can enjoy the nice, refreshing water. My friend and | spent the entire day there. | totally got
sunburned, but it was worth it.

Toronto is probably most famous for the CN Tower, as well as the Blue Jays and their big aquarium. I really
loved the mix of manmade structures and natural spaces. | think it makes the city a really beautiful and memorable

place.
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Describe a bad service you received in a restaurant / shop
You should say :

When and where it happened

What happened

How it was solved

And explain how you felt about the experience

18. TERRRIARSS

I’m going to talk about the time | went to an Italian restaurant and got really bad service. If memory serves
correctly, this happened a few weeks ago. | was celebrating my friend’s birthday with her and her family. All we
wanted was a nice night out, but it turned out to be a complete mess.

Things started off on the wrong note when it took ages for the waiter to take our order. He brought us our
drinks, but he didn’t come back to let us order food for over twenty minutes. We were getting pretty impatient, but
everyone kept their cool. But the next problem was that he brought my friend the wrong dish. She gently corrected
him, but he argued with her and told her it was the right one. After an annoying back and forth, he finally gave up
and apologized for mixing it up. But he totally had a bad attitude about it.

Our group was not very impressed with his service. But later, when he brought us the bill, he gave my friend
a genuine apology. He told her that the kitchen had been mixing up a lot of orders that night and that he was really
stressed. He offered her a free dessert for her birthday, which was a sweet way to make up for it.

As for how | feel about it, I’m annoyed that the waiter took his stress out on my friend. But I’m glad he
brought her a dessert. That definitely helped.
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Describe a very difficult task that you did as part of your work or studies.
You should say:

What task you did

Why this task was very difficult

How you worked on this task

And explain how you felt about it.

19. #F TESi I P UE R — 1=

I’m going to talk about the time | had to memorize several difficult concepts for an exam in my biology class.
This was during my first year of university. It was an introductory course, which meant that it covered tons of
different areas in the field. It was my first time studying this subject, so | was immediately overwhelmed. But |
knew that if | stuck to it and stayed on track, | could handle it.

I did pretty well throughout the semester, so to secure a top grade | just had to ace the final exam. The final
exam was worth half of our grade, so the pressure was on. | was pretty stressed, but | wanted to do my best. So for
two weeks, | dedicated all my time to making flashcards and memorizing every term | might need to know for the
exam. I’m pretty sure | had over one hundred cards!

I had a couple different strategies that helped me with the task. For one, | studied with my friends. We quizzed
each other, which was not only fun but also helped us memorize the terms more easily. | also gave myself little
rewards. For every ten terms | memorized, | got myself a little treat like bubble tea. That definitely worked as an
incentive.

Finally, | managed to get a near-perfect score on the exam! So even though it was super hard, | feel good
about all the hard work | did.
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Describe an interesting person that you have not met in person and would like to know more about
You should say:

Who this person is

How you knew him / her

What interesting things he / she has done

And explain what you would like to know more about him / her

20. BAAFBHIA

I’m going to talk about my friend’s sister. I’ve been dying to meet her for years now. If I remember right, I first
heard about her at my friend’s birthday party. His sister wasn’t there, but he told me that we would get along really well.
It turned out that she couldn’t be there because she was travelling for work. She has a consulting job that sends her all
over the world. So it’s nearly impossible to meet up with her since she’s rarely in the same place as me.

I’m really curious to know what she’s like in person. According to my friend, she’s one of the smartest people you
could ever meet. She’s very ambitious and focused, which is how she got such a cool job at a relatively young age.
Outside of work, she has lots of cool hobbies. For example, she’s an expert scuba diver. She got her certification on a
work trip and has gone on lots of amazing scuba diving expeditions since then. She’s super well-travelled, so | bet she
has a bunch of great travel stories to tell.

I’d really like to meet her, not only because she’s my friend’s sister but also because | think I could learn a lot
from her. | want to have a job with the kind of perks that she has. So if she could mentor me, then maybe I could find
myself on the same career path as her. Hopefully our paths will cross soon.
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Describe a period of time that changed your life
You should say:

When it was

Who you were with

What happened

And explain why it changed your life

21, HERAEN—ERETHA

When it comes to a period of time that changed my life, the first one that comes to mind is my first year of university.
Not only was | living away from home for the first time, but I also had to figure out how to do things on my own. It was
a really big adjustment for me.

When | came to university, | was a pretty immature Kid. | wasn’t prepared for the challenges of living on my own.
For example, | blew through a ton of money because | kept ordering out instead of dining in the campus cafeteria. | had
to learn how to responsibly budget very quickly. 1 also had to take better care of my living space. | couldn’t afford to be
lazy anymore, because if I let the mess collect, it totally ruined the atmosphere of my dorm.

Besides, that’s the year that I met my best friend. We happened to live close to each other in the campus residence.
So we ran into each other all the time. Eventually, we struck up a conversation and really hit it off. Now, | consider her
one of the most important people in my life.

Anyways, that year definitely changed me for the better. Without that experience, | would still be a sheltered person
with no idea how to handle things on their own. Even though it was a difficult period of my life, I’m grateful for all the
lessons | learned.
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Describe an occasion when you waited a long time for a nice thing
You should say:

When it happened

What the nice thing was

Why you waited for a long time

And explain how you felt about the experience

22. FHRFRE

I’m going to talk about the time | waited to go on vacation. Since I’m relatively new at my job, | don’t have enough
seniority to pick my vacation days. | had to wait until the end of the year to go on a trip. Actually I had planned to go to
a seaside town for a short trip. My friends agreed to come along. However, due to the company's policies, | had to wait
for nearly half a year. Honestly, | was super impatient. But on the bright side, it was nice to have the time to save up.

When it finally came time for the trip, | was over the moon. | was so excited to spend a few days with my friends.
We spent one entire day just lounging around on the beach. It made us feel like a million bucks. Since | had spent months
saving up for the trip, | also splurged on some nice souvenirs for all of us. Plus, | treated everyone to a fancy dinner at
the end of the trip.

It was an amazing experience. | think that waiting so long made it all the more special. Granted, part of me was
worried that the trip wouldn’t live up to my expectations. | had a lot of time to build it up in my head. But all in all, I did
almost everything | had been looking forward to, and | felt grateful that I got to go on such a fun trip with my friends.
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Describe a period in history which you are interested in
You should say:
When it was
What happened
How you first learned about it
And explain why you are interested in this period of history

23. JRIER I P SE I3
I have a keen interest in the era when Wu Zetian ruled. She’s an amazing historical figure because she was
the first and only Empress in all of China’s history.

If memory serves correctly, | first became interested in Wu Zetian several years ago. | was watching a
historical drama all about her rise to power and what her life was like as Empress. It totally hooked me. Normally |
don’t care much about history. But her story was so fascinating.

Based on the show, | know that she started as a concubine of Emperor Taizong. But then, after he died, she
married his ninth son and became an empress consort. Even though she was the Emperor’s wife, most historians
consider her to be the powerful one in their relationship. She was known to be a very intelligent and influential
woman. Then, when he died, she gained total control of the throne and began the Zhou dynasty.

You know, it’s amazing to hear about a female ruler in a time where it was very uncommon for women to
have that much influence. | definitely think she’s someone to look up to. So | hope to discover more about her. |
was especially curious about things like if she encountered any sexism even though she was the ruler of the empire.
Plus, | hope to learn about how she was perceived by commoners. I’ll invest some time in reading more historical
books to learn more about those aspects.
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Describe a place in your country that you think is interesting
You should say:

Where it is

How you knew it

What special features it has

And explain why you think it is interesting

24. HEBpyh7s

When it comes to an interesting place in China, the first one | can think of is the Forbidden City. It’s
a royal palace where many emperors of China and their wives lived hundreds of years ago. It’s located in
Beijing, the capital of China. Basically, everyone visiting Beijing goes there to check out how amazing
this royal palace is.

I’ve been there twice now. | visited there the first time with my parents when | was just about ten or
eleven years old. And | went there again a couple years ago when my friends and | took a trip to Beijing.
Even though I toured the Forbidden City twice, | might have only seen about half of the palace. It’s
enormous!

Most visitors go there just to tour the royal palace. They can see the rooms and buildings where the
royals used to live, and tour guides also tell you some impressive real stories that happened there.

I was impressed by this spectacular palace every time | visited. When you stand in front of the
buildings, it’s easy to imagine what an extravagant lifestyle those royals had. At least it really piqued my
curiosity whenever | visited there. And it’s so big that you won’t see the whole palace even if you walk
there for a whole day. After all, it’s the largest palace in the world! I really hope I can go there for a third
time one day.
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Describe someone you studied with is successful in his/her life
You should say:

Who this person is

Where and when you studied together

How successful the person is

And explain why you think this person is successful in his/her life

25. RINAIREE

I’m going to talk about a friend from university who got an amazing job in education. If memory serves me right,
I met her in my second year. We happened to sit next to each other in class. She struck up a conversation with me and we
hit it off right away. Ever since then, we’ve been close friends.

She’s been passionate about teaching ever since | met her. She really wants to make a difference in kids’ lives,
which | think is super admirable. It’s important for people to be genuinely excited and dedicated to their work when it
comes to educating the next generation. Even though we were in different programs, we had a few classes in common so
I got to witness how hardworking and focused she is. | always knew she was going to go far.

Not long after we graduated, she got a job in a high school. In addition to teaching some classes, she also helps
develop the curriculum for certain programs. That means that she plays a big part in what students will learn in their
classes. Not only is she making a difference with the students she teaches directly, but she’s also helping other students
get the most out of their education.

I consider her to be really successful because it’s pretty hard to get a job in education so soon after graduating. 1t’s
because she’s so driven and has pursued this career with a single-minded focus. I’m so proud of her for achieving her

dream.



